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What is the purpose of the database? 

- Cost efficiency analysis 

- Distribution of resources vs. plant demand 

- Wood mobility patterns 

- Economic prognosis for wood industry potential 

 

Commercial products available: 

- http://www.risiinfo.com/ 

 

 

… 

 

Introduction 
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It is known where wood is harvested. But where is the wood utilised ? 

Main aim of the study:  

(1)  To review existing databases on wood processing industry such as 

pulp- and sawmills 

(2)  To create a spatially explicit database in a GIS on capacities of 

industrial facilities that use wood as raw material. 

 

The future goal: How potential supply matches the local/regional demand 

for wood ? 

 

Countries covered: EU countries + Norway, except Croatia, Luxembourg, Malta  

35 000 sawmills in 12 member countries of the European Organisation of the Sawmill 
Industry (EOS) 
 
Around 45 500 sawmills in Europe (source: EOS) 
 
There are around 7 000 purchasers of round wood in Poland(2). 
(2) Info from The Polish Economic Chamber of Wood Industry 

Introduction 



Search for sawmills, papermills and 

pulpmills in Europe, special focus 

on Poland 

- online resarch, using available 

websites and online sources 

and contact associations and 

organisations 

- Finding coordinates using 

google maps 

- Mapping using ArcMap 

- Output: excel tables 

 

  

 

20.8.2004 4 

Methodology 

Variables: 
 

1. Plant name 

2. Plant address 

3. Exact geographic coordinates 

4. Volume processing capacity 

5. Type of processed material, if available 

6. For pulpmills – the output product and 

the technology of production, if 

available 

7. Official website 



Main sources of data: 

1. The European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (E-PRTR) 

2. sawmilldatabase.com 

3. paperonweb.com 

4. panoramafirm.pl/tartaki  (online database for polish sawmill industry manufactures) 

 

Individual requests for a help to: 

1. EOS - European Organisation 

of the Sawmill Industry 

2. sawmilldatabase.com 

3. BASKEGUR – asociación profesional representativa del  sector forestal madera vasco - for Basque Country 

4. FEARMAGA - Federación Empresarial de Aserradores y Rematantes de Maderas de Galicia 

5. Environmental Paper Network 

6. The Association of Polish Papermakers 

 ...and more 
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Methodology 



sources of information [1/5] 

1. The European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (E-PRTR), 

Member States reporting under Article 7 of Regulation (EC) No 166/2006  

 

The European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (E-PRTR) is the 

Europe-wide register that provides easily accessible key environmental data 

from industrial facilities in European Union Member States and in Iceland, 

Liechtenstein, Norway, Serbia and Switzerland.  

 

Main economic activity: pulp, paper and board production – 522 records 

 

Not edited  
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Methodology 

Info given: 
Facility name 
Address 
Parent company name 
Coordinates 
Main economic activity name 



sources of information [2/5] 

2. sawmilldatabase.com 

 

According to the authors, the database is mainly for sawmills with the annual production of more than 10 

000 m3. 

Sawmilldatabase.com claims that “Production/capacity for a sawmill is an approximate production of sawn 

wood, lumber.” 

 

Authors use the conversion factor: 

Sawn wood (m3/y) = 0,5 * round wood processing volume (m3/y) 
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Methodology 



3. sawmilldatabase.com 

The database seems to not to be not updated regularly – thus the need for updates. 

Information from official websites = the primary source. 
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Methodology 

sources of information [3/5] 

* Changes or filled gaps in bold 



4. panoramafirm.pl/tartaki 

 

An online search engine for various companies in Poland. 

The website reports 6 948 „sawmills” in Poland  (some 

duplicates and other companies related to forestry sector 

included- wood logistics or forest services…)  

 

For the whole Poland I was looking for bigger sawmills.  

More detailed - plants in pomorskie voivoidship. 
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Methodology 

sources of information [4/5] 



5. paperonweb.com 

Pulp, paper resources and information site 
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Methodology 

sources of information [5/5] 



In total: 522 pulp- and paper mills registered in Europe 

Not edited 

Not all plants use wood as raw material ! 
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Results 

The European Pollutant Release and Transfer 

Register (E-PRTR) 
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616 records in total 

Among these, 63 sawmills reported as closed  

Around 11% of volume records were updated or found (filled gaps) 

The availability of the information on processing capacity is  of  78% (141 unknown of 616). 
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Results 
From www.sawmilldatabase.com 
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* Only active plants and with coordinates are displayed 

* 
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Results 
3. From panoramafirm.pl/tartaki 

 

 

 

 

Scarce information on processing power was 
very common for plants in Poland 

 
 

356 sawmills 

137 
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Results 

From www.paperonweb.com 

pulp producers 

 

 

country name paperonweb.com - 

pulp producers

Portugal 4

Estonia 1

UK 1

Sweden 2

Finland 5

Italy 7

France 5

Austria 3

Germany 2

Spain 1

Bulgaria 1

Not all plants use wood as raw material ! 

http://www.paperonweb.com/
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All Europe: 

522 pulp- and papermills* 

978 = 2 % of estimated amount of sawmills in Europe in 

the database (after EOS) 

 

Poland: 

374 sawmills = 6% of estimated amount of sawmills in 

Europe in the database (after The Polish Economic 

Chamber of Wood Industry) 

16 pulp- and paper mills* 

 

* Not all pulp- and papermills process wood as raw material 
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Results 
summary 
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* Not all pulp- and papermills process wood as raw material 

The map does not include closed sawmills 



Search for sawmills, papermills and pulpmills in Europe data 

 

Lack of already freely existing database in suitable format  

= a lot of mechanical work to collect the data needed 

 

Requests resulted in offering data in pdf format, and still very uncomplete… 

Associations on national or regional level claim not to have such database at all 

 

There is a need and interest in a complete database of wood industry in Europe 

Who will create it ? 
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Discussion 

Summary of work 

 

 

 



The need for the standarisation of information 
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Discussion Processing capacity can be measured and reported in 
various ways, including:  
 
• Design capacity - the maximum output that can possibly be 
attained. 
 
• Actual output - output actually achieved. It cannot exceed 
design capacity and is often less than design capacity because 
of machinery breakdowns, employee absenteeism, defective 
output, shortage of materials, and other problems outside the 
control of management² 
 
² Stevenson W. J., Production and operations Management, 
1999 
 



Paper mills and pulp mills – what is the origin of the material (recycled, 

non-wood fibers) ? 

 

How many shifts ? -> Double shifts do not necessarily double the design 

mill capacity 

 

Sawmill design option – stationary/portable 

 

What about idle/closed mills ? 

 

Countries with small sawmill ownership 

 structure (Poland) – how to get the  

processing volume and other data easily? 
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Discussion 

Source : http://www.recyclingtoday.com/article/pratt-recycled-paper-mill-valparaiso/ 



Files to be explored waiting for the next volunteer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open source online database to be created ? 
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Discussion 
Prospects 

 

 

 



Thank you for your attention 

20.8.2004 25 


